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                                      CAPE COD  INUKSHUK - The Story– 
The Inukshuk (pronounced IN-OOK-SHOOK, meaning ‘in the image of man’), are magnificent lifelike figures of local materials, originally erected by the Inuit people in the Canadian Arctic.  Standing along Canada’s most northern shores, they endure as eternal symbols of leadership, encouraging the importance of teamwork and reminding us of our dependence upon one another.  The traditional meaning of an Inukshuk was to act as a compass or guide for a safe journey, like an ancient tracker, helping guide people seeking their way through the wilderness, and making the way easier and safer for those who follow. They represent safety and nourishment, trust and reassurance, giving people hope in barren places to handle the hardships they encountered.  These primitive images showed the way ahead…pointing you in the direction you wanted to go.  Had they been able to speak, they might have said… “Here is the road.  It is safe.  You can meet the demands that this path holds.  You can reach your goals and attain your vision of where you want to be.”   The Inukshuk reminds us that as good as our individual efforts may be, together we can do even greater things. Inuit artists still produce  small versions which are sold in select Canadian galleries, and it is the symbol of the 2010 winter Olympics in Vancouver
When I moved to Cape Cod in early 2004 I wondered why not build some sculptures here in my back yard (the yard gradually becomes a marsh, then a dammed up river or pond).  I could use stones and shells and driftwood from each of the 55+ beaches on the Cape where my wife and I often walk. They would represent, be a memory of, one of the Cape’s’ most wonderful characteristics, its shoreline. To many of us this is part of why we are here, and its part of our own process of finding our way. This idea evolved into fantasizing about doing a sculpture garden, of several Inukshuks and other pieces we own. I’m continually building this Sculpture Garden, reflecting this stage of my life.
Some friends have asked me to customize an Inukshuk for inside their home; others have asked for outside sculptures for their property.  And the requests have multiplied.
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